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- For Advance Release to the SmJDkY PAPERS OF OC'TOSER 7, 1945 

As a result of the most extensive experiment of its kind since t'iie release 
of DDT for civilian use, the fishing port of Crisfield, ?'Id,, now has fe;qer flits 
than at any tine in the memory of its oldest inhabitants, the Fish and Wildlife 
Service rTf the Department of the Interior reported today*. 

As soon as DDT became available the Fish and Mildlife Service, in cooperation 
with the Pureall of Entomology and Plant Quarantine of the Department of Agri- 
culture, began an investigation to devise safe and effective methods of using the 
insecticide in the fishery industries. Crisfield, with a population of 3,800, was 
selected for the initial tests because it is one of the largest seafood producing 
centers on Chesapeake Bay, 

Dr. Leslie A. Sandholzer of the Fish and Xldlife Service 'was detailed to 
initiate-the experiments and later A. W, Lindqufst of the Bureau of Xntcmology 

0 
and Plant Quarantine and an authority on DD? was also assik;ned to the project, 

Using a crew of German prisoners of var equipped T:ith pressure sprayers, 
every fishery establisiment in Crisfield was given a residual treatTent of DDT bn 
August 31, the report states. As a result the fly iJ,op-elation inside th.3 plants 
was reduced by from 95 to 99 per cent. Since then, the continuing insecticidal 
activity of the DDT has kept the number of flies at the same 101:: level obtained 
immerdiately after spraying. 

In addition all outside toilets in the c.:Lty, where tl-z fiico were most 
numerous, ivere sprayed and it has been possible to maintain 5 ri:d:ici;i.on of thz fly 
population in the entire city of 75 per cent or more, accord& to the report, 
Since the treatment there has also been a marked reduction in the number of ~osqui+ 
toes in Crisfield, 

On September 25, arrangements were made vJith Sol 'dalpo~, of the Igcw York City 
United Retail Fish Dealer's Association, to treat several retail fish stores, 
using DDT aerosol bombs. The complete. elimination of flies in each 5stablishTent 
treated was accomplished within thirty -*7inut)s. The actual time required for 
spraying was not mor.2 than 30 seconds in any plant and it vvas riot neces3aI-J .to 
stop normal selling operations during the treatment. 

The use of the aerosol bomb provides only temporary relief from flies since 
no DDT is actually deposited on piaces whtrc flies rest, A combined use of 
residual spraying and azosol bomb trcatmnts should result in -t.hc: complete elimiw 
nation of flies in food stores whcrs scmm doors are kept in good repair arKi are 
used, the report states. :. 
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On September 26, thaw& the c&pwation, c# XJTQ@C .&qbwn,~ of the Fishxy 

c0ur.lci1, a dem onstration of m ethods of ,qnlying m  ‘in fi&ctiy cst,&lishmcnts was ’ 
rtzdc at the F tiion S treet Fish M C -k& in %w York. The plants used fbr the 
dem onstration were those of W illiL%  Bruce, Jim  W&h ‘7nd Ilcddyl s Fish M ,oskc6; 
dem nstration was observed by plant opcrztors, officials of the IJew York City 

T$ 

De;wtm ent of M arkets, Departnrent of, S ,initat,ion Ccnd DqCartIiicnt of Health, 
A - 

estim ated that about fifty persons attq&d the dem nstr‘ation. 
It is 

A  survey has been m ade of the m ain fishe& <areas of northeastern United S tat 
with a view of determ ining the’best m & h&s of qplying DD!J, Dir. Sandholzer ,uld 
*. Undquist have prepared a prelim inary report on their work which. will be 
released shortly, tlie Fish and W ildlife Service reported. 
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